a+ By the Protector. 


A PROCLAMATION 


Declaring that alter the firlt day of Auguſt next, no further uſe be made of any Letters of 
Marque, or Repriſal granted unto any private perſon. 


\HERBEAS heretofoze , upon complaint of divers Merchants, and 0- 
ther Peop.e of this Common-wealth, that their Ships, Goods, and 
SK | Merchandr3es had been taken, anv robbed at Sea, and their perſons 
)|] deteined, and made Pziſoners, and Juſtice being ſought that Reſtitn - 
e tion and Reparation might be had and made by the Power and Autho⸗ 
rity of that Nation, whoſe Subjects had committed ſuch Depꝛedati 
ons, and Piracies, and no Xcliet in ſuch way being obtained, there 
upon ſuch perſons ſo ſpoiled became Suitoꝛs unto this State foꝛ Letters 
of Marque, and Repaiſal, againſt the Subjects of that State, who had 
XX. cCommutted ſuch violence, and unlawfull Acts upon them, to the end 
that thereby they might in ſoine mealure make ſatisfaction unto them- 
ſelves, foꝛ the pzejudice, and damage they had ſuſtained , and ſuch Letters and Conumiſlſtons 
having been accoꝛdingly granted, foꝛ ſome time, ſuch uſe was made, as that thereby the Ene- 
mics of this State were in part weakned, and the people who had ſuſtained damage were in a 


great meaſure repaired, oꝛ ſatisfied. But his Highnels being now certainly inkoꝛmed, That funs 
dꝛy perſons (perverting the true ends, and purpoſes foꝛ which ſuch Licenſes and Commiſſions 
were granted) do, under colour, and by pꝛetence of ſuch their Commiſſion , leize the Ships, and 
Ueſlels, of the people of ſuch Pꝛinces, and States, as are in amity with his Highneſs, which may 
put diſcouragement, and diſturbance upon trade, to the great damage, and diſhonour of his High- 
neſs, and the Commonwealth: His Highneſs thereupon, duly conſidering the pze:nifles, and finding 
that the oꝛdinary pꝛoceedings held of late times fo; ſuppꝛeſling of their enounities, and offences, hath 
not wꝛought a Refozmation therein; Hath (with the advice of His Council) in his care to pꝛeſerve 
t he Juſtice and Commerce of this Common-wealth, and to take away all occaſions that may diſ⸗ 
courage oꝛ interrupt Trade, thought fit to publiſh, and doth here by declare, That foz the imme» 
diate P2evention, oꝛ levere puniſhment Hercafter of ſuch Miidemeanours, all Letters of Marque, 
02 Repꝛiſal, Licenſes oz Commuſſions granted unto, 02 obtained by, any pꝛivate perſon oz perſons 
upon pꝛetence, 02 by reaſon of any loſs, oꝛ damage ſuppoſed to be ſuſteined by ſuch perſon oꝛ perſons, 
02 upon any other ground, 02 pzetence what lot ver, thall from, and after the firſt day of Auguſt in the 
year of our L02d one thouſand fix hundꝛed fifty five, be no longer oꝛ further made uſe of, but the 
ſame are hereby revoked, and declared from the ſald firſt day of Augult to be votd, and of no effect. 
And his Highneſs further pleaſureis, that whatſoever Ships, 02 Goods ſhall, after the ſaid firſt 
day of Auguſt, be taken by any pꝛivate perſon oz perſons by colour of any ſuch Letter of Marque oz 
Repuiſal, Licence, oz Commiſſion whatſoever, the ſame ſhall be foꝛthwith ſcqueſtred from the 

Lakers, to the uſe of the true Pꝛopꝛietaries, arid (hall be reſtoꝛed nnto them, upon the firſt claims 

and p2oofs of their pꝛoperties, without any long oꝛ chargeable Suit of Law. And the perſons, 

that (hall ſo take the ſame, (hall be reputed, and taken as Pirates, and both they, and all theic ac- 

ceſſaries, Maintainers, Comfozters, Abettoꝛs, and Partakers ſhall ſuffer death, as Pirates, 

and acceſſaries to P:racie-with Confiſcation of all their Lands, and Goods acco2ding to the ancient 

Laws of this Nation. And his H:ghneſs doth hereby will , and require all the £fficers of the 

Admiralty to ſee this Poꝛclamation duly crecutid; And all other Officers ofthis Commonwealth, 

to give their beſt all ſtance to the DiFicers of the Adnuralty, foꝛ the better executiou thereof, as 

they, and every of them, failing therein, will aniwer the contrary at their peril, 
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Given at White-Hall this 12, day of July 1655. 
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